Summary of Minutes

Jacksonville City Council Meeting

December 8, 2014

Mayor Andy Ezard in the Council Chamber called the Jacksonville City Council Meeting to order at 7:22 p.m.  The meeting was publicly announced by posting and by written notice to the local newspaper and radio stations.

ROLL CALL:  The following answered present:  Aldermen Don Cook, Jenny Geirnaeirt, Bruce McDaniel, Lori Large Oldenettel, Marcy Patterson, Bill Scott, Adonnis Shaw, Mike Wankel, Steve Warmowski, Tony Williams; Mayor Andy Ezard; City Attorney Dan Beard; City Clerk Skip Bradshaw.  A quorum was declared.

MINUTES:  Motion was made by Geirnaeirt, seconded by Shaw, to approve the November 24, 2014 Minutes as presented in advance.  By voice vote, motion carried.

PETITIONS:  No discussion.

COMMUNICATIONS: No discussion.
CLAIMS:  Motion was made by Cook, seconded by Scott, to pay claims when funds are available. By voice vote, motion carried.
MAYOR’S REPORT:
1.
Reappointment of Tom Newby to the Board of Managers Jacksonville Cemeteries, term expires January 1, 2020.  Motion was made by Geirnaeirt, seconded by Wankel, to accept the Mayor’s reappointment.  By voice vote, motion carried.
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  No discussion.
CITY CLERK’S REPORT: 
1. Community Development Department Report – November 30, 2014
2. City Clerk’s Cash Receipts Report – November 30, 2014
3. City Clerk’s General Fund – Budget Report - November 30, 2014
4. City Clerk’s General Fund – Revenue Analysis Report - November 30, 2014

PUBLIC COMMENT: No discussion.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT AGENDA:  (Items addressed under the Consent Agenda are routine or are brought forward at the direction of the Council and are enacted with one motion.  If discussions were desired, that item would be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately under the Committee Reports.)
FINANCE/IT/PERSONNEL:

2014-R-177
Resolution AUTHORIZING VARIOUS PAYMENTS FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR CERTAIN IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS - $122,914.80

(Burgess Ditching - $12,907.37; Dream Builders - $8,360.00; Hutchison Engineering - $63,013.44; Lesco - $1,691.19; Molanda Company – 6,716.00; Neff-Colvin, Inc. - $27,389.77; Paris Machine - $2,100.00; Specialized Services - $675.00; Terry Surratt - $62.03)
2014-R-178
Resolution AUTHORIZING PAYMENTS FROM THE GENERAL FUND FOR SERVICES RENDERED - $7,763.05


(Bellatti, Fay, Bellatti & Beard, LLP - $5,729.05; Bellatti, Fay, Bellatti & Beard, LLP - $2,034.00)

2014-R-179
Resolution AUTHORIZING WAIVER OF ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS AND ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL FROM PDC TECHNICAL SERVICES, INC. FOR JACKSONVILLE MUNICIPAL LANDFILL POST-CLOSURE COMPLETION – Not to exceed $22,000.00
PARKS & LAKES:  No discussion.

PLANNING & PUBLIC WORKS:
2014-O-039
Ordinance AMENDING THE JACKSONVILLE ZONING MAP FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 510 WEST MORGAN STREET FROM R-5 (Multiple Family Dwelling District) to B-1 (Neighborhood Business District)
2014-O-040
Ordinance AMENDING THE JACKSONVILLE ZONING MAP FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 894 HARDIN AVENUE FROM B-3 (Limited Business District) to M-1 (Light Industrial District)

PUBLIC PROTECTION:
MOTION
Motion TO REQUEST THE BOARD OF FIRE AND POLICE COMMISSIONERS TO HIRE TWO PROBATIONARY PATROLMEN TO THE JACKSONVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT – Contingent upon receipt of two resignations.
SPECIAL STUDIES/DOWNTOWN PLANNING:  No discussion.

UTILITY:
2014-R-180
Resolution AUTHORIZING PAYMENT TO BENTON & ASSOCIATES, INC. RE: ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE JACKSONVILLE WATER TREATMENT PLANT REHABILITATION PROJECT FROM THE WATERWORKS & SEWERAGE PROJECTS FUND - $4,751.29
2014-R-181
Resolution AUTHORIZING PAYMENT TO BENTON & ASSOCIATES, INC. RE: ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE JACKSONVILLE NEW WATER TREATMENT PLANT PROJECT FROM THE WATERWORKS & SEWERAGE PROJECTS FUND - $183,400.00

2014-R-182
Resolution AUTHORIZING PAYMENT TO BENTON & ASSOCIATES, INC. RE: ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE JACKSONVILLE SRF WASTEWATER PROJECTS FROM THE WATERWORKS & SEWERAGE PROJECTS FUND - $5,215.79

2014-R-183
Resolution AUTHORIZING PAYMENT TO HUTCHISON ENGINEERING, INC. RE: ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE NORTH MAIN/LAFAYETTE WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT PROJECT FROM THE WATERWORKS & SEWERAGE PROJECTS FUND - $5,848.04

2014-R-184
Resolution APPROVING AMENDMENT #4 TO CONTRACT BETWEEN CITY OF JACKSONVILLE AND NORTH MORGAN WATER COOPERATIVE – Adding language pledging contract to the United States of America, acting through Rural Development of the United Stated Department of Agriculture, as part of the security for NORTH MORGAN’s loans.

Mayor Ezard asked if there were any items to be pulled from the Consent Agenda for further discussion and there were none.  Motion was made by Geirnaeirt, seconded by Williams, to accept the Consent Agenda.

ROLL CALL:  10 Yeas; 0 Nays

Motion carried 10-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
FINANCE/IT/PERSONNEL:
1.
Second reading of an Ordinance levying taxes for 2015 2014.  Motion was made by Cook, seconded by Patterson, to accept the second reading of the ordinance.  CA Beard read the ordinance as proposed.
2014-O-038
Be it ordained, by the City Council of the City of Jacksonville, Morgan County, Illinois, that an ORDINANCE LEVYING TAXES (2015 TAX LEVY ORDINANCE – 5% increase – Total Levy $5,580,561.00, is hereby approved.
Mayor Ezard asked for discussion.  Ald. Warmowski stated that because there will be a half percent decrease in assessed property values in 2015, he is opposed to the percentage of increase on this tax levy.

ROLL CALL:  8 Yeas; 2 Nays (Shaw, Warmowski)
Motion carried 8-2.
PARKS & LAKES:   No discussion.
PLANNING & PUBLIC WORKS:  No discussion.

PUBLIC PROTECTION:  No discussion.

SPECIAL STUDIES/DOWNTOWN PLANNING:  No discussion.

UTILITY:  No discussion.

OLD BUSINESS:
Ald. Shaw asked when repair work would begin on the railroad crossings throughout town.  Mayor Ezard will check with Supt. Ballenger and advise.  

Ald. Shaw asked when budget talks will begin.  Ald. Cook advised that there will most likely be a Finance Committee meeting in January.  Any questions about the budget need to be forwarded to the Mayor as soon as possible to allow time to prepare beforehand.  Because Ald. Patterson is unsure what questions to ask, and does not know what each departments budget entails or where costs can be cut throughout each department, she would like the Department Heads to look for ways to cut costs for the City in their budgets and advise.  
NEW BUSINESS:
Ald. Oldenettel asked if it was possible to be notified of any additions to the Council Agenda prior to the Council Meeting to allow that proper consideration be given before being rushed into a decision, as with tonight’s presentation regarding the Downtown Celebration.  Mayor Ezard stated  Mr. Grojean and Ms. Jenkins were seeking Council approval on various issues before moving forward with their plans, and so were allowed to present their ideas to the Council on short notice.  Brief discussion ensued.
Ald. Wankel asked if the buildings on the Hardin property are secured in any way after salvaging efforts are finished each day, as he is concerned with public safety.  Discussion ensued and it was reported that there is no cost effective way to secure the buildings on a daily basis while salvaging efforts continue.  CA Beard will notify the previous owners stipulating that all salvaging efforts must cease by January1, 2015.  Ald. Wankel also asked that the Council be kept more informed on the progress of all aspects involved with building the new water treatment plant.
Ald. Shaw would like to take the opportunity now at the end of the year to review the way Council conducts business, as he does not approve of the consensus vote and would like to change the way Council votes on certain issues.  CA Beard explained that taking a consensus vote eliminates the possibility of taking action in a meeting where taking action is not authorized.  He advised that anytime an Alderman prefers to vote on an issue, to state so at the time a consensus vote is initiated.
Mayor Ezard advised Ginny Fanning’s reception is Thursday, December 11th at Hamilton’s Catering.  

The Holiday Luncheon for City Employees is Tuesday, December 23rd, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Hamilton’s Catering.  Please RSVP to Karla Stice by December 17th.

The Christmas Party for children and grandchildren of City employees will be Wednesday, December 17, 2014, 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Municipal Building.  Please advise Deanna Warbonnett if you wish to attend.
The Unity Breakfast will be Monday, January 19, 2015 at 7:30 a.m.  Guest speakers are Mr. Glenn Austin, the former Warden at the Correctional Facility, and Mr. Tim Chipman.  
ADJOURNMENT:  With no further discussion motion was made by Williams, seconded by McDaniel, to adjourn the meeting at 7:56 p.m.

Recorded by City Clerk Skip Bradshaw.
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