
Jacksonville Neighborhood Pride
“Adopt-A-Street” Program

Why an “Adopt-A-Street” program?

The City’s Comprehensive Plan places a high priority on beautification – improving the way our
city looks.  This program gives local volunteers an opportunity to help meet this goal. 
Neighborhood stabilization and beautification was one of the key components in a series of
recommendations in the City’s Comprehensive Plan.

The “Adopt-A-Street”  program gives neighborhood groups and community organizations the
opportunity to take an active role in neighborhood beautification.  In consultation with the City
Street Department, these groups may select a street in Jacksonville to monitor and keep free of
trash and debris along the boulevard.  This program is similar to the State of Illinois’ “Adopt-A-
Highway” program.  In appreciation for this service, the City will recognize and identify the
participating organization with an appropriate sign.  These signs, likewise, will be similar to the
state signs which appear along highways.  The organization will be expected to conduct the
clean-up periodically in order to qualify for the signage.

How does it work?

It works very similar to the State of Illinois’ Adopt-A-Highway program.  Local volunteers or
businesses can take responsibility for a block or several blocks in the city and be responsible for
picking up litter periodically.  Volunteers will be asked to work only along the sidewalks and
boulevards, and not in the streets.

What support will the City provide?

Once a street has been selected, the City will provide plastic bags for the trash and litter
collected, and the Street Department will pick up the bags at predetermined locations.

How would my business or volunteer organization get involved?

Simply by requesting an “Adopt-A-Street” application form and returning it to the Mayor’s
office to be approved by the City Council.  The application forms are available online at
www.jacksonvilleil.com or by calling the Mayor’s office at 479-4610.  The application forms are
also available at the Municipal Building, 200 West Douglas, or at the City Garage on West Oak
Street.


